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or sit for three or four hours at a time without much weari¬ 
ness. The bladder and rectum had almost recovered their 
normal condition. The reflexes were still diminished, but 
both were now equal. The kyphosis had nearly disappeared. 

B. M. 

ON THE SURGICAL TREATMENT OF BASEDOW’S 

DISEASE. 

Dr. F. Lemke, of Hamburg, in the “ Deutsche medi- 
cinische Wochenschrift,” 1891, No. 2, describes two cases 
of Basedow’s disease, namely, in a seventeen-year-old and 
a forty-seven-year-old patient respectively, where extirpa¬ 
tion of one-half of the goitre was performed, with subsequent 
retrogression of the remaining portion of the gland and 
disappearance of the exophthalmos and the palpitation. 
Seven months after the operation, the first patient was com¬ 
pletely cured, and the second so much improved as to be 
capable of following his occupation. 

On account of the dangerlessness of extirpation of one- 
half of the goitre in youthful and robust individuals, espe¬ 
cially in the beginning of the disease, the writer favors 
surgical interference. P. and P. 


THERAPEUTICAL. 

TREATMENT OF COLLAPSE AFTER ACUTE 
MANIA. 

Dr. A. Mercklin (Centralblatt fur Nervenheilkunde und 
Psychiatrie) reports what he considers a very important ad¬ 
dition to the therapeutics of psychiatry. The cases to 
which the remedy is applicable are those of acute psychoses 
where all the known measures have failed to relieve the 
maniacal symptoms, and where the patients finally sink 
into collapse from inanition. The case upon which the 
author employed his method was one of acute mania, and 
had been under treatment, in the usual way for about two 
weeks when symptoms of collapse came on, death being 
imminent. 

Subcutaneous infusions of warm salt solutions were at 
once given. The nose, mouth and lips were also frequently 
moistened with the solution. In a few hours there was 
decided improvement in the patient’s condition, followed in 
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a short time by lucid intervals, she inquiring in a perfectly 
rational manner as to her surroundings and asking for 
food. 

From this time on the recovery was uninterrupted, 
there only remaining at the time that she passed from ob¬ 
servation, some slight hallucinations and sensory disturb¬ 
ances. B. M. 


APOPLECTIFORM NEURITIS. 

In the Centralblatt fur klinische Medicin, No. 18, is found 
the report of an autopsy made in a case of this disease by 
M. J. Dejerine. When the patient first came under obser¬ 
vation there was complete paralysis of the right arm, con¬ 
siderable disturbance of sensation, transient loss of muscular 
sense, with some atrophy and spontaneous pain. A year 
later the muscle strength was very feeble, with atrophy of 
the whole arm, but particularly of the thenar, hypothenar 
and the interossei groups. The hand presented the ap¬ 
pearance of a claw, and was cyanosed. The patient died, 
twenty-three months after the onset of the neuritis of tuber¬ 
culosis. Sections of the nerves disclosed numerous haemor¬ 
rhages in and around the brachial plexus, with considerable 
thickening and ossification of the connective tissue. The 
vessels and nerves of the whole axillary region were com¬ 
pletely matted together. The skin, muscle and nerves 
were more or less involved, some parts showing slight 
regenerative processes. The spinal cord at the root of the 
nerves was intact. B. M. 

FALLACIES IN THERAPEUTICS OF EPILEPSY. 

The “University Medical Magazine” for December, 1890, 
has a paper by Dr. Theodore Diller on drugs in epilepsy 
and the hasty conclusions that are sometimes reached by 
practitioners in regard to their use. Hughlings-Jackson 
foresaw, from clinical observation alone, many of the facts 
of cerebral physiology afterward verified in the experi¬ 
ments of Ferrier. This Ferrier acknowledges. From 
them both the most salutary lessons in patient observation 
and earnest research may be learned. Seguin has recently 
emphasized the fact that epilepsy is not an entity, but that 
each case requires individual study and treatment. The 
apparent results of drugs are very misleading. It will not 
do to base conclusions on the action of remedies during 
two or three months, for in the natural history of the case 



